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And mighty blows with sword and mace
Were dealt. The strife went on apace.
For the Turks outside with fury raved
When those in Acre called and waved
At them the flag of Saladin.
It was the emir Saphadin                                                   4)86o
Who stormed the trench with such a will24
That he managed at first to fill
It up. But our men drove them back.
While those assigned to the attack
Of Acre bravely assailed the wall.
May God's reward upon them fall!
THE WALL   IS   BREACHED
The sappers of the king of France,
Who pledged aid in this circumstance.
Had dug so deeply underground
That the wall's fundaments they found,                                 ^BJO
Which they shored up with beams and frames.
These they now kindled into flames
Till a great section of the wall
Fell but nigh caught them in its fall 5
For in its tottering it veered.
And all our men were sore afeared.25
The foe, in numerous array,
Rushed where they saw the wall give way.
There had ye seen all sorts and manners
Of pagan pennants, flags, and banners                                    4588o
Borne by the hosts of wickedness
That thither crowd, and thickly press,
And move upon us in a dire
Attack, and on us cast Greek fire 5
Ye had seen onslaughts violent
Where ladders 'gainst the wall were leant.
24 The Itmerarium (pp. 221-22) says that the army was commanded by Kahadin,
which Stubbs takes to mean Taki ed Din. (See p. 115, above.)
25 The Itlnerarlum (pp. 222-23)  says "magna pars muri subsedit, paululum in-
clinans, nee prorsus ad terram decidens."